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dence could be kept secret were ingenious, but
unluckily for her the English officials knew all about
them. Walsingham became famous for his spies
and secret agents. He had a whole band of them,
always picking up information for him, both
abroad and in England. He had experts too,
specially skilled in making out ciphers, and his
men were really like a very early " Criminal
Investigation Department ", always on the look-
out for smuggled messages and plots.
Mary knew, of course, that she was watched
and her letters inspected, so she was full of ideas
to outwit Walsingham. She suggested to one
ally that he should write to her in alum on white
linen, which would be sent to her made up as
clothes, and the writing would show up when the
linen was washed. Or, another plan, to write in
special invisible ink on the fourth page of certain
books which Were to be given green markers to
show they contained messages. Or, she suggested,
papers could be compressed and put into the high
heels of slippers. Walsingham, through his secret
service men, knew of all these devices. His spies
were on Mary's tracks the whole time, and his
agents made friends with the plotters and passed
on all they knew. All her schemes were known.
Thus most of the plans to free Mary and
remove Elizabeth were found out before they had
any success.
In 1583 a young Catholic gentleman, Francis
Throckmorton, was discovered to be plotting*